Monitoring steam sterilization practices in primary care settings.
Steam sterilization is a common method for processing reusable instruments in ambulatory care settings. Ensuring that sterilization practices are consistent with accepted standards is a quality-of-care parameter as well as an infection control issue. Factors that must be considered in improving performance in this important area are: operator training and continued competency, selection of chemical and biological media and methods, work flow controls, documentation methods and standards, written policies and procedures to support practices, and ongoing monitoring of the system and practices with feedback to responsible persons.